
H^stern District of Kentucky
FILED

UNITED STATCS DISTRICT COURT JUL 23 202E
KASTKRN OISTlliCT OF KENTUCKY

F.NTRAL niVTSlON ATLEXINGTON
i^n nvn^ 1/1 vxcnv^n Robert R.Cafr'

LEXINGTON CLERK u.s, ossTRicrcounT

CRIMINAL ACTION NO. 5.,^ ~Ci2.--72.- ^C.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA PLAINTIFF

V. PLKA AGREEMENT

JONATHAN GRAOV VAGO DEFENDANT
ft ft ft ft A

1. Pursuanl lu Federal Rule of'Cciininai Procedure 1 l(o), llie DetendrtiU will enter

a guilty plea to the Information, charging a violation of 18 U.S,C. t} 1519, t'aisiHcation of

records. Pursimnl to Rule I l(c)(t)(A), tlic United States will not bring addilional charges

agninst ihe Defendant bdscd upon evidence in its possession at the time oPthe execution oF

l!us Agreement and arising out of the Defendant s conduct within the Enstcrn DiKtrict of

Ktiiitncky, unless Ihc Defendant i)i'enuiics tlii.s Agreement.

2. The cssenlinl elemcnls of {lie sole count oF (lie intbnnation, !8 U.S.C. § 15 i 9,

WG:

(a) The DcfeiuhuU knowingly fnlsiftctl or ni<ulc d false entry in a record or

docun^ont;

(b) The Dctcnddnt cictod witli tlie intent to impede, okstrucl, or inllticnce the

investigation or proper ndministmtion oFa inntlcr; (IIHI
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(c) The nitiltcr was witliin thejnrisdiction ofttie Dcpnrdncnt of'Jnstice Office

of Inspector Generai, an agency oftlie Unitc<l Slates.

3. The parties agree that, as to ihc sole count of the lnfbrirmtion, the United Slatcy

could prove the following icicts thai establish the essential cierncnts of (he of'tense beyond

a reasonable cloubl, (in<i tlic Defendant admits these facts are true and accurate. The

ibllowiny factK do nol encompass all ofthe evidence that would have been presented liiui

this matter gone to trial;

(a) On June 28, 2025, the Defyndnnl w;i.s on duty und ucttng in his ofTicial capacity
ay a correctional oHicer tit fhc Federal Medical Center (PMC) Lexinyton. Ttie

Defendant was a senior ofHcer specialist at FMC LexinytoiL

(b) FMC con'eclioiuil officer Ryun Carnalinn got into n vcrbdl ultercation with
Inmate A who was detained behind a locked ctoor in his cyll in thy Special Housing
Unit (SHU). Carannhan callect the Deienddnt, who was a!so working in the SI-IU,
to the door of Inmate A's cell, anc! Officer B joined tiiem. Once llie Dcferulanl and

Officer B were nt the cell door, Cnmtihnn nKked ibr the Defendant's handcufTs.

Carnahan nsked Inmate A to submit lo bcmg liEiti(lcnffccI. inmnic A feFnsed to
submit to handcufHng. Canmhan sUick the hnndcnfTs inykle the food ti'fiy slot oftlic
ec!) door and dropped them on the floor. Carnahan then opened the cell door and
a!l three entered the cell even though neither Inmate A nor his oellmate were

hnndculTed and there wyrc no exigcnt circumstances that required the officet-s to
enter the cell without the innmteK being culTcd.

(c) Once Carnahnn entered the cell, he began shippiny lnniate A's t\\w rup(.*utedly.
As u result of being shipped in the iacc, InrmUe A liit Carnalmn. At that point,

Comahan grabbed InnitUc A and punolicd liim. Inmnte A was ihen taken to llic
ground and handcuffed.

(d) The Defcndiuif wrote d ia!se ry[)oct nbout wliiil lia|)|)ene(i. Tlie Dcieiuidnl wrote
in his report that Innmtc A hiul been hdndcuPfed l)cfbrc he and tlic otlier ofTiccrs
went into thyceli. Tlw Duiendanl knew {hat Enmule A had not been hnndculfet! priof
to Ihc olTtcers cnlcrii^ his ceil. 1'hc DctcndEinl wrote tlmt lie wns scarciiin^ Ihc culi

when he "became nwcU'c of dyyrcssivc soimds behind [hEni], and {iit'iwd to wilness
[Inmate A| in nn aggrcssivy sttinuu with his hands m front of imn nncl Cni'nalian

stepping back," The Ddcnchint wrote thut "at this time', Innmtc A wns (iikun to ihu
yrotiiu! utilizing the lcnsl umouni ofibfce necessary." Aithouyh tlie Dcfendnnt s;i\v
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Carnahan hil Inmate A, Ininale A iiit Carnahan, and tiien Carnahdn puncti Innitiie
A, he omitted all that inlonnation irom his report.

(c) The Dcfcndiint made these false sttUeinents ;ind omissions in an (Utempt to

obstruct and impede the ndmimstrdlion of justice with respect to the inve.stigaUon
or prosecution oltlie unlawfui nssault on iiunate A, n niiUtcc witiiin the jurisdiction
ofthc Deparlmcnl of Justice OHice of Inspector Ocncral.

/i, The statutory punishinenl for tlie sole count of the Information is imprisonment

for not more than twunty years, a Fine of not more thnn $250,000.00, and n term of

supervised release of not more than Ihrcc ycnrs. A miindalory s[>ccial assessment oF

$} 00.00 apj)Iic^, and the Dcicndanl will pay this a^cssmenUo the U.S, District Court Clerk

nt the time of'scntencing.

5. PursUtUil (o Kule I i(c)(l)(B), llie United Siatcs and ttic Defendnnf rcconnncnd

the foliowing ycntcncing guidelines calculations, and they may object to or argue in fnvor

of other cdlculntions. This t'ecommendation docs not bind ihc Court.

(a) The United States Sentencing OuKlciines (U.S.S.Ci.) in effect nt thu time
oFscntcnciny will determine the Dctcnditnt's giticlclines range,

(b) Punuiant to U.S.S.G. §§ 2J 1.2, tlie base oiTcnsc level will be 14,

(c) Pursuitnt to U.S.S.O. § 3E 1.1 iind unless tl)e Dcfcndnnt cninmits [uiofliiir
mmc» obstruct.s justice, or violates a court order, dccrense the oiTensc level
by 2 levels For (lie Defeiulant's ncccphince of responsibility. If the ofTcnse
level determined prior to this 2-lcvet ciccrcnse is lcvci 16 or greater, the
United States will move nt sunfcncing to decrease Ihc oftcnse lcvc! by i
acEditional levei based on tliu Oelciulant s timely notice ot intent to plead

guilty.

6. No ayrccniciU exists dbonl tlie OcfciiuiaiU's crinniitil liislory calcyory ))iirsnnnt to

U.S.S.G. Chapter/t.

7. The Dcfcndanf will not iik n motion For d dccrcnsc M} tlic oltcnse level hti.scct on
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a miiigaUng role pursuant to U.S.S.O. § 3B 1.2.

8. The Defendant waives (lie right to appedl the guilty pien, conviction, and

sentence, except for olaiins ofineifccEive iLSsisldiicc ofconnsel, Ihe Dclendnnt also waives

the right lo alUick collatcnilly the guilty plea, conviolion, nnci scntyncc.

9, Tile United Stcitcy will recommend releasing the Defendcinl under appropriate

condilions of rcleosc for fuiure court appCtU'itncey pending scnfencing iE the Defendunt docs

not violate the lenns ol ihe order yclting conditions ofrcicase.

10. The Derenclanl cigrecs to coopurate fully with (lie United States Atlorncy's

Of'Hce by making ct f\iil and oomplete rmancial disclosure. Witlnn 30 days of pleiidiny

guilty, the Defendant agrees to complete, sign, and rcfurn lo tlic Unilcd Stales Attorney's

OtTicy a fmancidi clisclosnre statement or aftlduvil disclosing a!l nssets in whicli tlie

Delendanf iicis nny interest or ovyr wliicli the Def'enddnt exercises controt, directly ur

indirectly, including those held by d spouse, nominee, or other third party, and diyclnsiny

;my transfer of asscty thcU tms tcikcn place witliin three years preceding theunU'y oFliiis plea

dgreemenl. Upon request, the Defendant n^roes to provide the United States Attorney's

OHicu with records verifying his/licr financial itiiormnlion or whh any rclen.sos required to

obtain such records, wilh such rclcascy being valid !br n jxii-iod extending 90 ddys from the

dale ol' sentencing. The Ddcndnnl \viil submit lo an examinHtion, vvliicii m<iy be taken

under oath and niuy include ci polygraph examinution, llrior to sentencing, ihc DcfcndmH

n^rccs to notify Ihc United States Atlorncy's Office (UKI obtciin its conseiU befbrc

tninsrcn'iny, encumhynny, or (fisj)o.siny ofHiiy inlci'csl in propcily witli <i vnliie cxcectling

$1,000.00 owned or controlled directly w indiryctly, indivjdunlly or jointly, by ihc
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Defendant, inckiclhn; nny interest hcid or owned under uny luime, including trusts,

pdi'tncr.ship.s, and corpoi'alions. H the Defcndiuit is ever incarcerated in conneclion witli ihis

case, ihc Defendant vvili pnrtici()ate ill tl^e Burenu of* Prisons Inmate Financi<tl

Responsibilily Program, fcgarcilcss of whctlier tlie Court specifically directs participntion

or imposes a schedule of payments. The Defendant tigrees to notity the Unitccl States

Attorney's OfTice ofciny material ciianges in iiis/hcr (iconomic cu'cumstiinccs, as described

in 18 U.S.C. § 3664(k), whicli occur prior to sentencing, within seven days of the event

giving risc to the changed circumstances. If llic Delcnclant fnils to comply with any ofthc

provisions oi this pnmgraph, the United Suites, in its di.scrution, may reff'ain from moviny

(he Court pursuant to U.S.S.O. §3El.!(b) to reduce tlie offense level by one additional

level, nnd mny argue ttiat tiie Defendant should not receive a two-ieve! reduction for

acceptance oFrcsponKihility under U.S.S.G. § 3E I.!(a).

11.The Dcfcndunt uncier.statuls and agrees thiit, pursuant lo 18 U.S.C. §3613,

whatever monetary penalties nrc imposed by the Court wil! he due and paytfible

immcdicUely and subject to inunedinlc cnforccmetit by ihe United Stales. If llie Court

unpnses a schedule of payments, the Deft;nd;mt ngrecs llinl it is merely n mininutm

schedule oFpaymenly nnd not Ihc oniy metiiod, nor a iimitnlion on tlie methods, avaiiabie

lo ihc Uniled Suites lo cnfot'ce t!icjit<lgmen(. The Dclcndant wuis/cs any rcquireineiU fbi'

dumand ofpaymcnl OD imy fine, !'cstitution,orasscssmciU ini{)(isti(f by the Court and ayrecs

th<U w\y unpnid obligiitions will be subtnilted to tliy IJnilec! Stntcs Trensnry for olfscl, '['lie

Dci'endant waives uny dci'ensc or objection to any nclion lo enforce llic coltectioii ot

Imancinl ohhgiitinns lo I)e iinposed in conncclion wilh Eliis jirosrcution, indndiny, but not
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limited to, coilectioil procedures aulliorixed by (lie Federal DebtCollcclion Praceclnres Act,

28 U.S.C, § 3001, c( seq., 18 U.R.C. § 3664, or 1<S U,S.C. § 3613, 'I'ho Defcnclanl expressly

iUithorizes the United States to obtain the DefcnciaiU's credit report.s at iwy liine. Tlic

Defendant nuthorizes Ihc U.S. District Court to release luncts posted 9s security tbr llic

Defendant's appearance bond in this cnsy, il'nny, to IH: applied to satisFy the Dcfcnctiint's

fmdncia! obligations contained 111 thejudgmcnt oFthy Court, The Dclun<lanl authorises the

United States Attorney's OfTice to inspect and copy all financial documents and

intbrmatiun held by (he U.S. l>rob;ition OHu'c.

12. U the Dcfencbint violates any pnrt of tins Ayreement, the United States may void

Ihis Agreement nnd seek an indictment for any violations of tedernl laws, nnd llie

Defendant waives any right to ohnllenge tEw initiation ofadditioiml federa! charges.

13, This docuincnt contains the complete and only Plea Ayreeinent bctwecti the

United Suites Attorney for the Eastern Dislrict ot Kentucky and the Defoiulant. The United

States luis not mtulc uny other prntnises to Ihu Dctciulant,

M. This Agrycmcnt does nut biiul the United Stnles Attorney's OfHccs in otiier

diiitricts, or any other federdl, sfalc, or locn! prosecuting aulhoritiey.

15. The Dctendant and the Ddendanfs dttorncy nc.ktiuwledgc tliut Ihc Dcfvnddnt

undcrstancis this Agreement, dial (lie Ddendiuil s Htturney IIHS fully cxplnincd tliis
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Agreement to the Defendant, mid tliat {lie Defendant's entry inlo this Agreement is

voluntary.

JASON D. PARMAN
FIRST ASSISTANT
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

Date;

Date: _^l[_2^

Date: 7- / -^

By:
EniiIyf^recWd
Assismnt Unilfcd Stales Atlorncy

Adele Brown
Attorney for D^lcnckmt

J/»natlum Grady V
»ofetuhmt
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